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Process Paper 

To choose our topic, we first thought of themes that would benefit from 

this year’s theme of Breaking Barriers. One of our first ideas was the 

Meuse-Argonne Offensive of 1918, but we decided on Brown in the end. The 

idea came to us because one of our team members had visited the Gettysburg 

museum and seen an exhibit on Brown. Also, one of our members is from 

Kansas and this helped our decision.  

We conducted our research by visiting libraries and finding websites on 

our topic. One of our members met a Civil War collector at a talk on Abolitionism, 

and that is how we got our hands on a piece of the rope that was used to hang 

John Brown. We also found many primary resources that gave us insight on how 

the people of that time thought of Brown. We had sources debating whether 



Brown was a domestic terrorist, and some saying that he was the first terrorist in 

America.  

We selected the category that we did because we both did other 

categories last year and thought that it would be fun to try something new. We 

both didn’t like the category we did last year. We heard from many people that it 

was exciting to create a website. We created our project using the NHD Web 

Central website creator. At first it was really hard to set up the website, but then 

we started getting used to it. We watched many videos on how to create a 

website. Some friends and our teacher also taught us some tricks like: How to 

put in a video, how to get links to other pages, and how to put pictures in the 

background. 

Our topic relates to the NHD theme of Breaking Barriers in History for 

many reasons. Brown was one of the first Abolitionists that garnered national 

praise and hatred. He was one of the first people that decided that the only way 

that he could attempt to break down the barrier of slavery in the United States 

was with blood. He was willing to give his own life and kill others for the rights of 

African Americans. He was a spark that helped light the bonfire that was the Civil 

War, and this is why he is a prime example of someone that broke down a barrier 

in history. Brown is known as a martyr and is still a symbol of fighting for equality, 

no matter what the cause. This is the reason the John Brown relates to the NHD 

theme of Breaking Barriers.  
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